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The Island of Fernando Poo lies in latitude 4°, long. 8°, 
about 20 miles from the nearest point on the mainland of Africa 
(Debund3cha, British Cameroons). The area of the Island is 
almost exactly that of Teneriffe, Canaries. 

The highest point of thelsland is the Peak of Santa Isabel 
(9»800 feet), and several other mountains and mountainous 
regions exist in the south. The whole of the extension, 

with the exception of one or two elevated plateaux, is covered 
with forests or with cocoa and coffee plantations. A3 a 
conseauence, the rainfall is extremely heavy, being only sur¬ 
passed in West Africa by that of the region of Victoria, which 
lies on the mainland opposite. 

'Ihe soil is volcanic throughout the Island, and is con¬ 
sidered to be highly fertile. All tropical products can be 
grown to perfection, with the exception of those re;uirlng a 
dry climate. 


The climate i3 that of the adjacent Colonies, from Iagos 
to the lAiala River, i.e. damp and unhealthy, in the wet season 
especially so, probably on account of lack of sunlight. The 
dry season, which lasts from November to March, is the more 
favourable period of Europeans. Ihe Island is generally 
said to be hotter than regions nearer the Equator, though less 
so that) the Niger mouths. Maximum shade temperature, 98°; 
minimum, 65 0 . 


The conditions as regards general health are those of 
the rest of West Africa. (juinlne in daily doses is a prime 
necessity, and chills due to the brusque change of temperature 
at night are conmon and dangerous. Malaria is probably le83 
general than on the Coast, and cases of sunstroke are not common. 
On the other hand, sleeping sickness is a menace to both natives 
and Europeans, though less so than formerly. Yellow fever is 
at present unknown, though mosquitos abound. 

European women are fairly numerous in the Island, chiefly 
Spanish and German, though several are English. General health 
appears to be good, though always tropical conditions have to 
be taken into account. 


Ihe steamers of one British, one American, one Spanish, 
one butch, one Italian, and several German Companies make 
regular calls (about 1'2 steamers per month). 

Internal coomunications are poor. Only two good roads 
suitable for passenger traffic exist, though these are in very 
good condition - one of 12 kilometres, and one of about 10 
kilometres, which latter is of cement throughout, ihe old 
light-gauge railway has now been taken up. Apart from these 
roads, communication is maintained by dirt roads and bush tracks, 
though cocoa is largely transported by motor launches, of which 
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there are a number owned locally, both gasoline and Diesel 
engined. 

The natural resources of Fernando Poo are probably 
entirely agricultural, as valuable timber does not abound, 
though a considerable amount of lower quality timber is cut 
for local use. The present products are - Cocoa, coffee, 
bananas, plantains, and copra; and for local consumption, 
ground-nuts, yams, cassava, cocoa-yams, and sundry European 
vegetables. Fisheries are not important, though many 
kinds of edible fish abound. Prawns are common and of 
high quality. whales are numerous off the coast in July 
ana august each year. I\irtle3 are also abundant at 
certain seasons of the year. Small game abounds in the 
forests surrounding the Peak, and in the interior. 

No minerals of importance have yet been discovered, 
and stone for building is scarce. 

Practioally no manufactures of importance exist, with 
the exception of a couple of sawmills, an establishment for 
drying bananas, and another for the production of Manila 
hemp TabacA), which may in time become an important product. 

As stated above, the principal agricultural products 
are Cocoa, coffee, plantains, bananas, and Manila hemp. 

The area under Cocoa is fairly large, and about 10,000 tons 
of good quality Cocoa are produoed yearly. Coffee is still 
in the rudimentary stage, but there are many hectares planted 
with both the Liberian and the Arabian varieties. 

The local industries, as given above, include two small 
sawmills, manufactories of dried bananas and Manila hemp, and 
the usual ice and aerated water establishments, of which there 
are several. There is at present only one small cold storage 
plant, which is not run as a business proposition. 

Commerce consists entirely in the export of the products 
mentioned above, and the import of manufacture artioles and 
European provisions, chiefly of Spanish, German, and British 
origin. Automobiles are now fairly numerous, and are mostly 
of American or Canadian origin, though there are some British, 
French and Italian cars in use. Motor-cycles and bicycles 
are principally of British manufacture. 

It cannot be said that openings exist for persons from 
the U.K. except as employees of the British or other firms 
established. The European population is dense compared 
with the rest of #est Africa, there being nearly 2,000 at 
present. There are also numerous Syrians and some Indians. 

The usual rates of pay obtain here for employees of 
British commercial houses in West Afrioa. There are no 
British artisans here at present, though several Germans. 
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The housing problem is less acute here than formerly. 
The usual rest-house system, so universal in the rest of 
#est Africa, is not customary, but on the other hand small 
houses and even flats are common. These are often of very 
indifferent construction, but generally possess such ameni¬ 
ties as running water, good kitchens, and electric light. 

The hotels are very poor, and could only be recoamended 
for a brief stay. No female wnokers should enter this 
Colony unless with full guarantees from a respectable Firm. 

Cost of articles of consumption is much the 3ame as 
in the rest of West Africa, except that wearing apparel is 
often slightly cheaper and provisions slightly dearer. 

Locally-produced articles Icoffee, fresh meat, fowls, eggs, 
vegetables, etc.), are generally much dearer than in the 
Colonies opposite. rtruit, on the other hand, is cheap. 

The cost of living is at least per month, for one 
person and servant. in the country districts life on 
the farms is much cheaper, but the scale of living is in 
general very low, almost all comforts being absent. Native 
servants are paid approximately 35/- to 40/- per month, 
according to their abilities. The majoiity are highly 
unsatisfactory, being of a much inferior type to the average 
Coast servant. House rent is very variable, but is very 
high indeed, as in the case in most Spanish countries. As 
much as *.100 a year is often asked for a habitable dwelling. 

The cost of living for a family of five persons would 
be at least £60 per month. This is a moderate estimate, 
thoughof course there are persons here who manage on less 
with even larger families. This can only be done by sacri¬ 
ficing every comfort. 

The cost of living is infinitely higher than that in 
-the United Kingdom, and taking into account the difference 
in the scale of living, higher than in Nigeria. 

It cannot be said that persons from the United Kingdom 
can keep up a style of living comparable to that on the 
Coast, which is perhaps extravagant. A modest comfort, as 
far as climatic and hygienic conditions allow, can neverthe¬ 
less be secured. 

There are no educational facilities suitable for 


A considerable development has taken place during the 
last few years in thi3 Island, which now possesses shops and 
stores as well-stocked as any in West Africa; and there 13 
really very little needed for a tropical lfcfe which cannot 
be obtained in the Colony, excepting articles such as sports 
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g oods, riding kit, etc., for which is there is little demand. 

orses do not do well in the Island on account of the presence 
of the Tsetse fly. 

The following Firms in the United Kingdom send out men 
under contract: 


S' 


United Africa Co., Ltd., Klngsway, London, W.C. 

John Holt * Co. (Liverpool) Ltd., Hoyal Liver Building, 

Liverpool. 

W. F. Wilson (late Frank Wilson), 57 Gracechurch Street, 
London, S.C.3. 

Bank of British West Africa Ltd., 37 Gracechurch Street, 
London, E.C.3. 

There also exists a ilethodist mission with several 
establishments throughout the Island. 


The money, weights and measures are those of Spain 
without exception. Official rate ( 29_.l O.3i) - 44.60. 



British Vice-Consul/ 


Santa Isabel, 

Fernando Poo. 


29th October 1931. 


